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until conscious of Divine relationship.    A man, we
admit, may endeavour to regulate, and may so far
actually regulate, his life, from a regard to what is
due to humanity, without any reference to God.
He may attend to what reason and conscience tell
him should be his conduct to his fellow-men, the
lower animals, and himself, and put away every
idea of duty to the Divine Being, of regard to the
Divine will.     But  clearly this morality is most
defective unless it can justify itself by proof that
there is  no God, or that nothing is due to God.
If there be a God, and especially if God be the
very author of our moral nature and the moral
law, to pay no moral regard to Him must be most
wicked  behaviour.    If there be a God, morality
must be as incomplete when religious duties are
neglected as it would be were no attention given
to personal or social duties.
Further, the morality which ignores religion is inherently weak because inherently self-contradictory. There is in the very nature of the moral law a reference to God which cannot be denied without disrespect to its whole authority. The law bids man sacrifice pleasure, property, reputation, life itself, everything, if need be, to duty. But can this moral law be a righteous and rational law on any other supposition than that the sacrifice will not be in vain, and that the power which, through conscience, demands the sacrifice, will